
WHAT IS HAPPENING  
to OUR bananas ?

HOW TO CONTROL 
BANANA BACTERIAL WILT

Leaves WILt, turning 
yellow and then brown

Early and uneven 
ripening of the 
bananas

Sometimes, the  
male bud wilts

SYMPtoMS:

Banana pulp has 
brown streaks
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Banana bacterial wilt is a disease that affects all 
varieties of banana. It spreads easily VIA cutting 
tools, insects, birds and browsing ANIMALS.  
It can cause a Complete loss of harvest!

Yellow ooze 
from cut stem



!!

WHAT TO DO IF  
PLANTS ARE SICK

BECAUSE BANANA WILT doesn’t 
SPREAD TO ALL PLANTS IN A BANANA 
MAT, CUT DOWN ONLY THE PLANTS THAT 
SHOW SYMPTOMS. CUT Down AT 
GROUND LEVEL. BE CAREFUL NOT TO 
CONTAMINATE THE SURROUNDING HEALTHY 
PLANTS WITH THE MACHETTE. Remove 
the meristem, then COVER THE 
EXPOSED stump WITH SOIL. Leave the 
cut stem intact. Cut stems can also be 
added to a composting heap.

AFTER cutting, 
Always Kill the 
plant by 
REMOVing THE 
Maristem.   
Do this by digging 
a hole with the 
machete in the 
middle portion 
of the stump.

STOP infections  
from spreading

After cutting down all 
sick plants, disinfect 
the machete in Fire.

Do not remove any 
leaves or Healthy 
suckers for 4 months.

How to prevent banana wilt

Immediately after the last hand of 
bananas has formed, break off the 
flower using a forked stick.

!
REMEMBER TO INSPECT YOUR 
BANANA PLANTS WEEKLY FOR 
BANANA WILT SYMPTOMS! 
Cut down all visibly 
diseased plants, including 
Diseased suckers.

You can avoid damage to beans from 
falling plants by cutting in Two or 
more stages.

Do not let goats, Sheep 
or cows browse 
amongst The bananas.
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